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We claim: 

1 . A method of reporting search results including the steps of: 
retrieving search results from one or more search engines; 
filtering the retrieved search results according to one or more criteria; 
extracting locational infomiation from the filtered search results; 
storing the locational information in one or more output hierarchies; and 
displaying the search results within the one or more output hierarchies. 

2. The method of claim 1 further including the step of transfonning a 
search request to a form suitable for each of said one or more search 
engines. 

3. The method of claim 1 further including the step of transfonning 
said search results from said one or more search engines to a 
standardised fonn. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the criteria for filtering includes 
removing duplicates. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of extracting locational 
infomiation includes the step of analyzing a URL of the search result. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of extracting locational 
information includes the step of analyzing a file system location of the 
search result. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of extracting locational 
infomiation includes the step of analyzing a taxonomy of the search result. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the one or more output hierarchies 
are constructed from the locational Information. 

9. The method of daim 1 further including the steps of retrieving 
further search results from one or more search engines and meiging the 
search results to the one or more output hierarchies. 



30 

10. The method of daim 1 further including the steps of manipulating 
said output hierarchies to collapse, expand, move or flag said search 
results 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 further including the steps of adding notes 
and discussions to search results and/or hierarchies. 

12. The method of daim 1 further including the steps of sorting and 
prioritising the search results within an output hierarchy or between output 
hierarchies. 

13. The method of daim 1 further induding the step of storing search 
results and hierarchies. 

14. A method of compiling and presenting search results induding the 
steps of: 

defining search parameters for submission to one or more seardi engines; 

passing the search parameters to a search engine submitlen 

said search engine submitter transfomiing the search parameters to 

search terms for each of said one or more search engines; 

receiving results from said one or more search engines; 

said search engine submitter transforming said results into standardised 

resulte having a standardised format; 

passing the standardised results to a location analyser; 

said location analyser filtering the standardised results according to 

criteria to produce filtered results; 

passing the filtered results to a hierarchical data modeller; 

said hierarchical data modeller extracting locational Infonnation from said 

filtered results; 

compiling said locational infonnation in an output hierarchy; and 
displaying the filtered results within the output hierarchy. 

15. A search result reporting engine comprising: 

a location analyser means that filters search results received from one or 

more seardi engines according to one or more criteria; and 



■ . . . . PCT/AU2003/001706- . 

It«eived31 Maich200S 

. BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

an hiera«*ical data modeter means «», extracte locafional ,nfon,»«on 
from tha filtered search «,ute and compiles said sea«* results irto 
output hierarchies based upon the looaBonal infbmiation. 

16. The seamh result reporting engine of dalmlS further comprising a 
sean* engine submitter means adapted to accept a search query from a 
user and to submit the seamh q„e,y:to one or more sean* engines. 

17. The search resuR reporting engine of claim 15 further comprising a 
Repori Renderer means that displays the search resutts within the output ' 
hierarchies. . »pmi 

18. The search i^lt reporting engine of claim 1 5 further comprising 
means for manipulating said hiemrchias to collapse, expand, move or flag 

said search results. . 

19. The searchnssun reporting engine of claim 15 further comprising 

means for adding notes and discwrtons to search results andAor 
hierarchies. .' . . 

20. ThesearchresultreportingenglneofclaimlSfurthercomprisinga . 
djsplay means that sorts and prioritises the search resulte within a disptey 
hierarchy or between display hierarchies. 

21. Th«~"* result reporting engine ofolalm IS liirther comprising a 
aeamhenglne submitter meSns adapted to aboept a search query from a 

user and to submit the search queiy to ohe or more search engines. 

22. . The search result reporting engine of daim 21 wherelh search • 
engine submitter refbm,ats the search query tor each search engine. . 

23. The search result reporting engine of Claim 15 further comprising a 
storage means for storage of search resulte and Werarohies. 

24. Thesearch -^^ultrepdrting engine of Calm 23 wherein the storage 
™ans prcvKleth, capacity to merge new resuite with stored resulte. 

bferarcI!SNarmKiaLt^°'f'^J"™^«'«"*« ' 
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tocation and meta information into a N-way hierarchical storage location; 
and means for retrieving and displaying like Information from the storage 
location. 

26. An hierarchical data modeller comprising: 
5 means for extracting location and meta Information from a search engine 
result set; 

means for compiling the location and meta information Into a N-way 
hierarchical storage location; and 

means for retrieving like information from the storage location. 
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